Information structure in various information systems will be introduced, including traditional paper libraries, digital libraries, and the World Wide Web. The main topics of the course are the nature of information and knowledge; metadata (bibliographic records, MARC, etc.); classification; vocabulary control; full text searching; XML; and, others.
COURSE GOALS and OBJECTIVES
The Goal and Objective of the course is to provide, through an integrated approach, an overview of principles, systems, techniques and tools in the organization of information and to prepare each student to understand user needs in different information environments. Specifically, at the end of the course each student will:
 Describe the principles, systems and methods of organizing knowledge from the perspective of information access and retrieval by using, analyzing and interpreting them effectively;
 Understand primary conceptual and representational structures that organize information and understand the browsing and searching processes those structures support;
 Understand basic procedures for structuring data and documents in paper libraries, digital libraries, and online search systems;
 Demonstrate an understanding of the similarities and differences in the purposes and systems of distinguishing, describing, and indexing intellectual works to meet the needs of users in various environments;
 Demonstrate effectively an awareness of current standards and also an awareness of areas in which there are no standards, by analyzing and evaluating existing information when a number of standard organizing tools are used and interpreted;
 Describe and critique various schemes and techniques currently used to organize information in different environments by defining and using correctly terminology commonly used;
 Analyze and suggest appropriate approaches of organizing knowledge in given realworld use situations by interpreting appropriate principles and methods and by articulating a philosophy.
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
The assignments cover several areas. While the core reading of the assigned chapters from the textbook for each meeting is mandatory, additional readings relevant to the topic under discussion are also required. These readings will be assigned as required. Each student is expected to complete several written assignments and submit completed assignments on time. The final test will cover textbook readings and all assignments discussed and completed in the course.
The final grade will be determined on the basis of several written assignments, classroom participation, a mid-term examination and a final examination. Exercises must be turned in on the agreed schedule. 
